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STATE OF NEVADA 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Cafitol Complex 
SumcMC Count BUItDINO 
- - Cammn City 607IO 



ROBERT LIST 
ATTORNEY CCNCRAL 



Mr, Jim Lile 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Questioned Documents Section 
Washington, D. C. 20537 

Dear Jim: 

Please find enclosed a copy of the letter that I 
have received from Pitney Bowes concerning the Pitney Bowes 
mark on the envelope you have in your possession. 

I hope that this will be of some assistance in yoiir 
examination. 

/^g^a j_Ti ^ many thanUs for your cooperation and assistance 
in this case* 

Sincerely yours « 
Attorney General 



By ^^^^ (1 , jc^l 

Bruce Greenhalgh 
Chief Investigator 



ir* ^ Jit 



Enclosure 



—ft Pitney Bo(^«^s, ^ 



January 17, X977 



Mr, Bruce Greenhalgh ]m 

Chief Investigator - 

Office of the Attorney General 
Capitol Complex 
Supreme Court Building 
Carson City, MV 89710 

Dear Mr, Greenhalgh: 

In response to your letter of January 4, 1977 requesting 
evaluation of alleged Pitney-Bowes postage meter die 
impressions contained in two enclosed photographs marked 
"95-211845 08 MS FBI Laboratory-, the relating of these 
pictures to legitimate serial numbered dies and meters 
produced by Pitney-Bowes, Inc., plus identifying licensed 
postage meter users by meter serial numbers • 

You informed me orally that the purported postage die 
image in question appears on the reverse side of the 
envelope which contained the document alleged to be 
Howard Hughes* Last Hill and Testament (the so-called 
"Monnon Will*)* 

Your requests for information have been reviewed with 
Pitney-Bowes, Inc. management, and I have been authorized 
to examine the photographs, investigate and report the 
following: " 

The quality of the alleged postage die image shown in 
the subject photographs lacks the definition of line and 
character necessary to establish positive identification 
as a legitimate meter die assigned to a specific user 
during the period in question. 

Assuming that the image is that of a legitimate Pitney- 
Bowes postage meter then the following evaluation is given: 

1* The design is that of Pitney-Bowes model series *RT* 
and "RF** postage meters • These meters work only when 
combined with a model "R" machine* 

2* Effective January 15, 1977, assigned serial numbers for 
this model series would be in the following groups: 
100,000 - 199,999; 300,000 - 399,999 and 600,000 - 669,260. 
Number 623,150 was the highest number for t:his model series 
that could have been in service during March of 1968. 



Walnut and n^cific Streets Stamford, Connecticut 06904 , 



Location of the image on the envelope shows that the 
envelope could not have been inserted in a normal 
manner into any Model *R* series machine and meter 
conibinations • 

,K._ The distance of the leading edge of the die fro m 

the leading edge of the envelope, approximately - 

was forced to override the normal trip position of 
the machine or the envelope was folded back prior 
to reaching the trip position* 

B« The distance of the top line of the die from the 
top of the envelope exceeds the throat depth of 
the me^.er and machine. To obtain this abnormal 
top margin would require that the top part of the 

envelope was folded under when the impression was 
taken. 

The ragged lines, characters and general blurring could 
have resulted from a number of contributing factors. 

A« Heavy insert in the envelope, plus forcing of the 
envelope into the throat of the meter beyond its 
normal depths would cause ballooning of the 
envelope resulting in a sliding movement of the 
envelope paper across the printing surface of the 
die as the envelope was compressed between the meter 
die and the machine impression roller* 

B. The fact that the envelope would be forced beyond 

its normal depth into the meter throat and misaligned 
from normal printing would cause a springing action 

in the envelope that would result in twisting and 

sliding of the envelope in the act of printing • 

C* If the envelope was of rag bond paper, the fiber 

would cause a poor printing surface with a tendency 
for the ink to follow the fiber with a resulting 
poor definition of printed line. 

Dm Blurring or smearing of the impression could occur 
if the impression was rubbed before the ink dried 
or if paper was subjected to contact with a foreign 
element that would attack the ink and/or paper* 

Possibility that the ink used to make the impression 
was not approved postage meter ink containing the 
qualities necessary for producing and retaining legibl 
impression* 

F« Some lines observed in the photograph are not readily 
explainable and not normally made by a meter, such as 
the in LAS. These could indicate mark overs after 
the original impression was made. 



5* The Impression on the envelope in question would not be 
Pitney-Bowes# Inc. florescent ink if the impression was 
made in 1968 because florescent ink was not field tested 
by Pitney-Bowes with United States Postal Service /: 
approval until February, 1969. United States Postal - - 
Service regulations did not require the use of ^ i] 

— florescent ink until July^ 1973^ 

In response to your question "Can a list be established of 
all Pitney*Bowes stamps used in Nevada during 1968?", because 
of the time period involved, complete and accurate lists of 
meters in service in Nevada during 1968 are not now available« 
A computer printout of meters presently in service in the 
State of Nevada could be produced; however, because of cost 
to Pitncy-Bowes, plus company policy relating to the 
confidential status of data relating to our customers, we 
would not normally release this information without the 
customer's written approval. 

I suggest that a more direct source for data relating to 
postage meters in service, both past and present, would be 
local and/or regional United States Postal Service records* 
For example: every postage meter user must be licensed by 
the local Post Office where that meter will be used and an 
ongoing postage account maintained by that Post Office. 
This would include any meter activity within that account* 

If I can be of any further assistance in this mattert do . 
not hesitate to correspond with me. 




Sincerely yours # 



Thomas C. Barker, Manager 
Meter Repair t Performance 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVBST TION 
WASlilNGTON. D. C. 20536 



TO: 



February 28, 1977 

Office of the Attorney Genersi 
Supreme Court Building 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 
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favcatiiation of a chminal Matter and that th« Uabontety tvport will be nacd for ofTicial purpoaaa only. nUMl H 
U tht mvectigation or a aubacqueH aiaiaal piOMeuUoa. Authcrixatiw cuBtit b« p«nta4 farthaMCoftk* 
Laboratoiy rapett ia coapactioa with a civil prooaadiBf. 1 F 2 

JEL:rlc (7J* 





Cl»«Bc« U. KaUay 
INfaelor 



Vago 1 



(Over) 



rai/ooj 



CI 



0 - ^3 




Qei Photocopies of a thr«9-;>«90 b«n(^<rritten docosioat 

Le'jinnln9 *Last vlIX ana testaAent. ••* aud sigu^ _ 
"itoward K. I;u9ttes'' on eaca ^ag« 



Qc5 Photocopy^ o£ haAdwit ten note beqlnnln'g ' * 50^37 77 



Uc7 l^hotocop/ of iToxy^lMl^ted 11/X4/73 bearing signaturo 

*baward Ka iiu^h;ia* 

* ■ * . - • • 

Kcl Phococo^iea of application for ooplo/r^ont dated 11/27/67 , 

authorization uoto, an^ voluntary 8tateir.ent dated 
1/15/76, all bearing writing of l^.Vil\% DOKHAR 

Kc2 Photocopy of Ai^plication to Hept fora and Itent al 

Agreernent bearing writing of JH|^IBHBH^H^ jsHC^ 



Xcl Photocopy of tv/o-pagi> latter bearing inciting of 



S^ecii^ens personally delivered on 12/21/7(1 by Chief XovestigAtor 
Bruce Grcenhalgh (;>'7(1222351 K&)t 

lUaubiii^iasion of wl and 



^ 1, - - 



U8 Khittf envelope boar in bandwritlas be^ionlng ..'i. 

. . *i>car l^r tiC^y..*" 

Sheet of rulea yollovr paf/er bearing handwriting 
l>e9in&inv 'l^iit Will...* and aii^ncd 'l^owarJ K. Iiu^'aea* 
iOrivjinai ot 

UlO fihaet of ruled yellow paper bearing handwriting 

beginning 'trara.one**.^ ana tinned ""uoward R. iiughea* 
(Original of Wc4) - 

^11 Sheet of rulaa yellow papor bearing handwriting 

beginning ''ninthfone...** ai;a eigned *uovard Xlugh^s** 

(OriylTAal of Ce4) 

K4 Six-pa^e "Voluntary £tat«)nent' a* tod l/X^/7€ bearing 

the kno^m handwriiin) o£ »lU«VZll C* ItUKHAR (Original of 
portion of iCcl) 



• « .... « 



Vage 2 . . - . w fOvarl 




r 




Bp^cixusn i>€r80i;ally delivered on 12/29/76 b/ Chi^f Investigator 
bfuca CreoAiialjh unuer cover of letter roceived 12/23/7€ 
(D-76X23a025 /kJ) i 



• • • • 



XS hine sheota of ruled yellow paper* *ach becrlng th«* — 

XnowA v£itinc,a oi LOitARD R. i{UCii2;;s« further described 



«9 ^WAAVlf 9 • 



Flrot pA90 dated *'3/lC/6C#^ bejXnnlny ^'Bob You 

asX ry** • - • • • . * 

Second pa9e beijianing *Theni thla nl^ht l«^ad«##* 
Third i-ago be^inniny 'the treatury of a»«#* 
Fourth pa'je bcciiioiixi^ ^'iiob^ I have aenc.*.* and £atad 
. Lv:. ' • •Stardust 3/17/ce..*^ • ' * 

Fiftli payo becjlnning •Prica: 31,200#O09. 

boariaii tr^e nocacioa 'receive^ in oifica 
Seventh r-^o© datea •4/9/6B,"' boginnlng 'Bob* I have 

infor:«aaticA«.«" 
lignta pa^jo dated *4/23/6;j|* bcvjinnins *a>ox>-I doot 
- - thiuK**.* • . . -.^^ 

m&tti pajc bcjicniny ^establish that ve.««* 

Specimen received 1/6/77 froa Attorney General^ Careen Cicyt 

i^^vA^^. unaer eovar ol letter dated 1/3/77 (D'*770107041 iH^} s 

K€ The State of :;evada: County of Clark docustont begln:«in.j 

'K!40;: ALL M::ii*»«t' oated 3/24/67, bcaria? the ei^nature 
of iiOHARD K« btCrXS 

Speciioen received 1/10/77 froci Attorney Ccneral, Caroon Clty» 
Nevada, uxuii^ cover of letter dared 1/4/77 (D-77C111040 tJiji 

K7 Tiiree't^Ayo tyt>evritteA Ayreenent* Oatcd 5/31/€%f 

the thiru paye bcarlAv the signature of iJQMK7S> R. HUCncS 



Specicen received 1/14/77 fr^ Attome/ General # C&rson City* 
UevAda, under cover of letter datoU 1/11/77 iD-770117031 >tS>* 



KB Handwritten note date J 6/20/75 bearing si 

MLi:;vxi« E* V\iy^J<R ftitd hAiiuvritifit; of 

fi&eciiien received 1/17/77 froa Attorney General. Carson Citv. 
K«vada« under cover of letcer dated 1/13/77 (O- 770117099 HSji 




K9 - One-pave t/pewritccn proxy dated 11/14/70 (Orii;lx»al 

of uc7J and tvo pav^es of queationa a:id answers bearift«i 
vri^lno of LO^iA;u> R, aUCuJc;^; tlic two pa^es of quescions 
ana answers also o«arini; iuiied fiayer^rinc iRunasJ 

Faye 3 

1^761214091 US 





S^iociudA recoxvou 1/X7/77 froa V<*I, Las Vcyas* under cover of 
cadAtUiicAtion oatea 1/13/77 (D-77Cp1130S0 .iS)! 



KIO 



Sixty-four shoots of paymx boarin? wrltlnvo of 

" UO*iAJU> R. «lU0ia:8 " :~ ■* . ^ ./- 

• • • • 

Spocisstfn personally delivered oa 1/20/77 by Cnlef Xnyestigator 
tiruco ordl>ahal9h (0*770121045 t 



Ul 



Tiireo-pai;o handvrittca letter on yollow legal slxed^ 
pa^r# bo^'iiinlu^ on the first pA9e "Dear Chestor and 
dill and euoln? on third pa^a *^iioward A. fett<inee* 



Speclaen rcceivea 2/22/77 froa office of the Attorney General* 
i«as V><jaa, Nevada # unaer cover of letter dated 2/17/77 
<I>-770224U2!» :U>)t 



# - # 



- r 



X12 



Shoct ol yfclXovr ruled 
hanCwritins oC 




bearing tha kncyim 



SpQclnQna personally delivered on 3/1/77 by Znv^stigatorj 




.SO SUIiiiZTTZOi Finv^^rprxnt carus of nlac pcrsoaa C'otr 

allrr.ination Liur;x>saa) 



ReauXt of ex&^atloas 



TAia report conf irua and aupplosjanta inforaiatlon 
viiich WaB aa^;>lied tela4:>snonically to Cuief lavoatigator Graeuiialyh 
on f^arch 7, 1»77. 



Tho aubnittud photoeopiea, Q^l through Oe7 and Xel 
through iCeJ# do not roproaaea tno writin^js on th^ original 
oocuokants with autficlent clarity of cetail for acuiguata 
handwriting ooa^ariaona* 

*ihe writing} a on tha ul envclopa and tho 02 nota vara 
alowly and dclibt^rataiy ;praparcd and contain inconalatanGiea# 
indicating that tncy probaoXy are not tho natural vritlnga 
of the peraon or peraons vao prepared thoao vri tings* k'or - 
these reaaon^^ no detcridjiation coulu be laade whether -^1 and 
Wdre or tff^re uo% pru^^ared i^y ii^lNXii uUiiiifaR- the vriter 
of sMl^ K4 and^^portion of K£x|BHHHiH|^tbe %nriter of 
Kc2; or ^■■■■■■■^the vriter of Kc3, a portloa^^of KEt 
and K12o ^ 



0-761214091 liS 




Over) 




■^m . A. I- 

Xt vaa detorralncd that the vtltln^s on th* OS • 
envoiop« imc ti^e W9 t;irou'ih* Oil three-paijo viii were not "^^' V 
prc^red b/ liO^YuU) R» UUUiii;St thu writer of througii 

K9^ KIC ana Zt was further dctcrxnincd that tlie writing^ 

on QU throu'jh Mil rcpro^ent an unttkilleu attenvt to co:iy or 
ainulate thu cjcauine vritlnoo of ilOiJARD R« liUGllilS. It was 
i;Dt i«ojsible to d'^f iuitely deterrlno whicht if any^ of tha 
SiUTLUrted senuino wrltxnva served as the nod<?l writXn<|e for 
tlie prcf^aratloa of q9 tnrouyh Qllm - - * ' 

Due to tbc nothod of pro^ration of the writings 
ou 1^6 t«'«rou<jh wXX# those writing; o do not contain a sufficient 
quantity of the natural haniwritin? eharactcristies of Via 
writdr or writers w^io proarQd thc:<:^ preventing any determination 
whcUior thogg vrxtiaQgi were or wcr^ not prepared by SSLXVI:! E** 




^^ar^inatione of tlie US envelo:^ were linited to 
non*-destructive r.eUiou9 which f ailud to reveal any conclusive 
evidence thac. tiie envelope had or had not been stea^d o^en 
and suhiiei^uently rcscaled« xiovevcr^ excessive wrinkling was 
noted in the r'ai>er as well aa sliv;at bleed in<3 of the ball"* 
point ink wrxtinga* ^^.ose c.^4aractcri3cics are fre^^uently 
Xoono when a uocu^^cnt has been eutjccted to steauinq and 
Subsecjuontly oanually presseu in an attempt to reseal an - - 
adhesxve sea:^. Aouitiondll/r tnu discoloration and brittlo 
and fre^riented edqes of the envelo^^e could be ex^?lained by 
the envelo^ie havin-j been dried under hi^h t«pperatures, 
cover iivj &u;i proti&ctinr| th^ uajor portion of the envelope^ 
but leaving edc;es e>r^)Osed* . . . 

The postage oeter stanp if&pression on the reverse 
side of the \JJ envelop lacks sufficient clarity of line detail 
to pcri<^it a dcteraxnatlon of the cate or eeter nur^iber by 
taicroscooic anu special wnotographic excu^inations # nor could 
it be cotcr;:>ined whether that in^^ression was actually isada by 
a uoclaanicai poara^je cteter stai:ip. uowever* the conf icpiration* 
relative Si>acia9 of portions o£ the iua'ie# and tite gen^^ral 
oeoitjn cor4£ori44 to tlio;>e ujca on poata^e ueters nanufactured 
by Pitncy-^iXTvfQi, Incorporatod^ of Staafordt Connecticut. It 
was notea that tiie i^^^ression dous not fluoresce under ultra- 
violet radxation. 



%^Mgm $ cover) 

i>-76i2i40di as 




i^xauinntlons of tho ij9 ttirou^h Qll aheets o£ i/a^er 

th4t tha stxeakJU^^ tnu i>iiII«*x>olnc. ink vritlriija ou tixosa 
fthocta &ru t^^a result of ai^^l/ln^ a dolvcii^ alun^ tn«» rlgafe-je.— .. 
ttOvi'ti^^, rucultxiia rtyat'-tu-"lcft si^ccr in^j of tiio writi:%5«># 
Ailuitio.xall/, mil locatloua of tao^e &nc«urs inuicatu thcit ttiA 
advent ^;jplxcation occurruU cltiicr vailo tiio thxu^^ sacotJ 
Vi^re foIccU tOv«2titur or t;iAdu tii(« tierce shi^sc^ts vera folJloa 
vtiiXe 6 till wt;tf refiulciag in tranoiarrdd vritlugd ana Btrc«Xs 
At the foXos* 

I'jia noii**di} 8 tractive ex&r^nstion;! of the 01 envcloy^^ 

tho notOf the 0^ enyolo^^o^ end the w3 tiUTOujh VH dheet^ 

of i;>a^r failed to reveal any lamented writiu98, water: «arkSf 

or Other alynlticuxt fc&turca wltlcn MCjUt be of aasistanca in 

dctcrainlnj eluior nourca or the e^e of thoao docu;:;entJ* 

« 

You vlll bo edvised separately of the results of the 
exais^inations of the iuk enu stains on -jt^ through Qll as veil as 
tho rcsiilta of t^xo extX-ilnacions of t^o^e Itcus for latent 
f inycri'-rlnta^ y& Uirou^^h Oil and t^ie aub^iltted xiiv<;er^>rint 
cards vill AM rcturnod to your office at that tlxae* 

A his h- con eras t enlarged JblacX end valtc photograi* 
Of tild i>osta^e luetur mark on tne envelope la enclosed for 
your ivossii^le asaistaucd* Xt la possible that a process 
r«sf erred to as ^^Xnui je i^\:ianci:i4ent'' uicht be of value in 
de^^rndnln^ tJie ill^cii^la date and L^tor nw^er on Q-^m Vhls 
Laboratory is noc e«ujLA.»p<;a to ^crfom sucn cxa^iliiations at 
tha preK£;it tins. xiOwever^ the followin^i are currioitly 
cnga-jcd la tiist field of tccnnolo^jy end aay be of as3i£;ta^ce« 
7his listinvi ahould not be conscrued as an endoraeuent by cnla 
bureaa^ nor aaould tae ai^sence of oUier naxaes be misconstrued 
M e lack of ^nootB^mj^atm 

m 

Photo Science OOt^artrjiontf Optical Systoxas Division, 
M&s««chtui«ifets 0217 i 

3Uiag« Ai;«l/tlt Group* Los Alaisos Ccie&tiCie 
iAboratory# loB .Uackos* .*i<iv hcxiea 

Tho Forkiii«;«l*aer Cozporatlon* l>anburyt Connecticut 

Xtoctor La.tAr X, Tisothy* fcXectrical ^.ngineering 
Uepartuent, univoxsity of C'ta<i« s^t «^*tjf* 
titan 84112 




** 



' .It 



/ 



G 




/ 



^ / 

s* / 



thoso photoardphs have boon retained* Vho ^cl throucjh OcTaiid 
Kcl tiirou5h i:c3 photocppleSt Ql, 02, i;4//.8^ and i:i2 ar« v " 
rctuTiieu hexcwlch* K9 wa;i ^craonally returaeu to rir* I^YllDTiL 
Sii/ViKYPiX? on January XS^77» i.ld vaa roturnod by r«c|isterod 
mil to t*ic rax, ^as Vo^as, on ro;^ruary 24, 1977 ^ *:5, JiC, m l 
an J were personally rt^turn&u to I:«vosti3atorfl||B||H|V U'^t^ 
■ f your orx'ica on tlarcli 1»77# 
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